As I complete my term in September 2009 as Treasurer of the Structural Engineering Institute (SEI) Board of Governors (BOG) and concurrently as one of two Local Activities Division (LAD) Representatives to the BOG, I look back on three exciting years serving alongside motivated member volunteers and dedicated staff.

As a Charter Member of SEI since its inception in 1996, and an active member of the LAD Executive Committee since 2002, I have been a supporter of the concept that ”all engineering is local”.  With respect to structure loading (seismic, snow, wind, etc.), local differences must be accounted for in design.  A “one size fits all” cookie-cutter design is not possible.  So too, we find that Local Chapters of SEI and Local Structural Technical Groups (STG) function best when they cater to the needs of their local members.  In some locales, the building professionals are prevalent, thus the majority of presentations and continuing education seminars pertain to structural engineers designing buildings.  Whereas, other Sections may have predominantly bridge-related talks and PDH courses since their constituents are comprised of structural engineers serving the transportation industry.  Which model is right?  They both are.  The local environment dictates what type of program is offered for the local SEI members.

A quick search of the SEI website yields the following purpose for the Local Activities Division (LAD):

“The [LAD] shall be responsible for, but not limited to, interacting and providing the technical and professional services of the Institute to the Local Groups. It shall serve as the communications mechanism for Local Groups to express needs and make recommendations to the Board of Governors. The Division shall develop and recommend programs and activities related to improving two-way communication between the Institute and Local Groups.”

How have we done with respect to serving as the conduit between the Local Groups (SEI Chapters and STGs) and the Institute (BOG)?  In my humble opinion, I believe the LAD continues to foster an open line of two-way communication between local and national members.  I feel the success of the SEI Local Activities Division Annual Meeting is representative of what makes this symbiotic relationship flourish.  Every year, SEI national financially sponsors the Chairs of Local Chapters of SEI and Local STGs to attend an informative meeting that provides an excellent opportunity to exchange ideas about local programming, learn about new initiatives, hear reports directly from LAD Representatives to the BOG, and discuss issues that affect all structural engineers.  Since my involvement, these meetings have been held in Atlanta (2002), Reston (2003), New Orleans (2004), Phoenix (2005), Las Vegas (2006), Orlando (2007), Minneapolis (2008) and San Francisco in October 2009.  Beginning with the 2005 meeting, a field trip and presentation have become the focal point in choosing the venue.  The local flavor of the site location has become an identifying attribute of the meeting…an overwhelming success…by any standard.

Brian J. Leshko, P.E., is a Vice President and Professional Associate with HDR Engineering, Inc. in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  
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